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Access to health care and treatment 
for adult undocumented migrants 

according to applicable national legislation 
 

 
 
1. The term “urgent” is interpreted very widely as to cover most of curative and preventive health care. 
2. There are not specific laws regarding access to health care for undocumented migrants but only some general provisions and a Circular from the Ministry 
of Health stating that “the Regulations should be implemented so as to allow access to emergency care free of charge for any person as far as they do not 
need hospitalisation”. 
3. There are only ministerial circulars referring to this. 
4. They however cannot be denied this care if they cannot pay. 
5. Ibid. 
6. Ibid. 
7. Nonetheless, undocumented migrants who do not comply with these conditions can have free-of-charge access through the “Permanences d’accès aux 
soins de santé” (PASS) and in which are in place only in some hospitals or through emergency department. 
8. Ibid. 
9. Ibid. 
10. In September 2009, the new implementing regulation (formally adopted by the German Parliament) has excluded the social welfare centres (competent 
on health administration issues) from the duty to denounce in cases where they are asked for reimbursement by health care providers in emergency 
situations. 
11. The system is organized through an anonymous code flexibly provided to undocumented migrants (“STP code”). Note also that the copayment (“ticket”) 
by undocumented migrants is very symbolic in Italy and sometimes they are exempted. 
12. Access free of charge or co-paid depending on the category of medicines. 
13. According to this policy document, undocumented migrants are entitled to “free state medical care and services”. 
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14. Health care providers are obliged to provide care in cases of immediate danger to life or health but undocumented migrants bear the cost of the services 
received in the emergency units of hospitals. 15. They however have free access to postexposition anti-viral treatment. 
16. Note also that the copayment (moderating fee) to be done by asylum seekers and nationals is very symbolic in Portugal. Undocumented migrants are 
usually exempted if they get the certificate of precarious economic situation. 
17. Access free of charge or co-paid depending on the category of medicine. 
18. This information refers to the situation in the majority of Spanish regions. There are however some of them which have eliminated all administrative 
conditions to obtain the health card. 
19. However, access cannot be denied because the law obliges to provide emergency care. 
20. The general legislation on contagious diseases seems to be applied to everyone through the specialised clinics for sexually transmitted diseases. 
21. They can however access some pregnancy care provided by midwives in the community. Even if delivery care is chargeable, it is always accessible. 
22. Some treatment is however provided through designated sexual health clinics upon no conditions.  
 


